DAISY
The Easy Way

What is DAISY

· Digital Accessible Information System
· A digital book that can be navigated easily by the reader, just like a print book
· DAISY Consortium: Current projects

· Save as DAISY

· Pipeline

· On-line Protocol

· DAISY 4

· Digital Rights Management (DRM)

· http://www.daisy.org/
Why DAISY

·  Benefits

· Portable 

· Accessible navigation

· Easy to use

Reading DAISY

· Desktop DAISY players

· CD only

· Multi-media

· Hand-held DAISY players

· books are downloaded from a PC or the internet

· Software DAISY players

· PC, laptop

· Mobile phone

· Multi-format reading capability

The DAISY Standard

· A DAISY Book is a set of files including

· Digital audio files containing a human or synthetic voice narration (WAV, MP3) 
· A source file containing some or all of the content (HTML, XML) 
· A synchronization file to link the text file with the audio file (SMIL) 
· A navigation control file that enables the user to move smoothly between files (NCC, NCX) 

· Open Standards

The DAISY Standard

· DAISY 2.02

· Most common for audio books

· Uses HTML

· MP3 audio

· DAISY 3 (DAISY z39.86)

· Standard for accessible information American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and National Information Standards Organisation (NISO)

· Ideal for DAISY full text books

· Uses XML files (DTBook XML)

Types of DAISY

· Audio and Part Text

· Audio and Full Text

· Text Only

Audio – Part Text

· Includes audio files for the entire book

· Usually human narrated (Read from print)

· Includes a source file that contains only part of the original book text for structural purposes

· Usually Chapters and page numbers

· Search by:

· Chapters and Headings

· Page numbers

· Word search (limited)

Audio – Full Text

· Includes audio files for the entire book

· human narration (read from print or screen)

· synthetic voice (using the full text)

· Includes a source file containing all of the original book text

· Search:

· Headings

· Page numbers

· Paragraphs

· Sentences

· Images

· Word search (full)

· Spelling

· Text highlighting

Full Text only

· Does not include any audio

· can only be played on a DAISY player with a built-in synthetic speech

· Includes a source file containing all of the original book text

· Ideal for online distribution

· Search:

· Headings

· Page numbers

· Paragraphs

· Sentences

· Images

· Word search

· Spelling

· Text highlighting

DAISY the easy way 

· Human narration

· Read from a book

· Audio / part text DAISY

· Synthetic voice

· Created from the book text by machine

· Audio / full text DAISY

· Text only

· Read using in-built synthetic voice

· Created from the book text

How - Recording

· Human narration

· Recording options

· Hardware

· Software

· Digital recording software

· LP Studio Pro

· Sigtuna DAR

· Audacity (in conjunction with Pipeline)

· Available free to DAISY Consortium (RT) members

How – Save as DAISY

· Joint development of Microsoft and the DAISY Consortium 

· Toolbar that allows Microsoft Word documents to be converted to:

· DAISY 3 Talking Book - Synthetic voice

· DTBook source file

· use in other DAISY production software

· exchange with other producers
· http://www.daisy.org/projects/save-as-daisy/

How – Save as DAISY

· Key stages of Production

· Mark-up the Word file

· Save as Word 2007 (docx)

· Validate

· Convert to a DAISY Talking Book with synthetic voice or a source file

Structure - Headings

· Analyse the text

· Up to 6 levels of heading can be used for:

· Sections/Parts

· Chapters

· Sub-headings

· Mark up using “Heading Styles”

· Heading levels must be sequential (nested):

· H1, H2, H3 is valid

· H1, H3 is invalid

· Begin with a H1 at the very start of the document

· Headings should not contain line breaks

Structure - Pages

· Page numbers must be inserted at the beginning of each print page

· Navigation begins at the start of a page

· Page numbers cannot be in headers or footers

· Each page number must be formatted individually using the “DAISY Page Number” style

Text Elements

· Acronyms and Abbreviations

· Mark in the text

· Provide full versions

· Tables

· Don’t include heading styles inside tables

· Convert tables to normal text or lists when table layout is irrelevant or purely visual

Validate

· Save as Word 2007 file (docx) if needed

· The Validator checks the document for issues like:

· headings out of sequence

· headings with no text following

· doubled-up styles

· Correct any errors that are detected

· click on the error for the location in the document

· Re-validate

Create DAISY Book

· Save As DAISY:

· Full DAISY (from single docx)

· creates a DTBook source file, and then builds a DAISY 3 Talking Book using synthetic voice

· DAISY XML (from single docx)

· creates a DTBook source file only

· Enter job parameters

· metadata

· Translate!

How - Pipeline

· Multi-function DAISY toolbox for production and conversion

· Developed, maintained and supplied for free by the DAISY Consortium

· Modular – create your own process from a range of individual tasks

· http://daisymfc.sourceforge.net/#dl

How - Pipeline

· Handles a range of input and output formats

· Text formats

· Specialised Audio publishing formats

· DAISY formats

· Audacity audio format to DAISY (Beta)

· Update DAISY books to newer versions of the DAISY standard

· Merge multiple DAISY books into one

· Validate a range of inputs and outputs

