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1. PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Following a highly successful conference held in April in Melbourne the new Round Table Executive has been focusing on the first elements of its Strategic Plan 2008 – 2010 to be addressed. 

I wish to welcome the new representatives of member organisations on to the Executive, Moira Clunie (Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind), Di Francis (Royal Society for the Blind), who previously served as Conference Convenor as a non-voting appointee, Bruce Maguire, now as Chair of the Australian Braille Authority with voting rights on the Executive, as opposed to being a non-voting appointee. We also welcome Karl Hughes (Vision Australia) who, as the 2009 conference convenor will be updating the Executive each month on the progress of the 2009 Conference Committee. This good news is accompanied by sad news for Round Table following the resignation of Tim Evans from both Vision Australia and the Round Table Executive. Tim's contribution to Round Table was enormous and he will be greatly missed from both professional and personal perspectives. We wish him well in his new ventures.

I encourage the membership to regularly log on to the Round Table website to keep abreast of recent events and activities of Round Table, in particular, by reading the minutes of the monthly meetings of the Executive.

Best wishes,

Brian Conway

President. 

2. CONFERENCE 2009 UPDATE 
The 8 members of the Conference Planning Group have met in regards to the Sydney RT Conference. More volunteers for the Venue Planning Group are required. If you are interested in assisting with this group please contact Karl Hughes at Vision Australia at the following email address: karl.hughes@visionaustralia.org
3. COIN WITH READABLE BRAILLE

Officials have unveiled the prototype of the first U.S. coin with readable Braille characters – a silver dollar commemorating the 200th anniversary of the birth of Louis Braille. The coin’s display opened the National Federation of the Blind’s annual convention in Dallas, Texas.

The head of the silver dollar depicts Louis Braille with the word ‘Liberty’ above it. On the back of the coin, the Braille code for the word Braille or Brl is inscribed, above a depiction of a school age boy reading a Braille book with a cane resting on his arm. Behind him is a bookshelf bearing the word ‘Independence’.

“It really expresses the hopes, the dreams and the independent spirit” NFB Executive Director Mark Riccobono said of the design. While coins distributed by the U.S mint are distinguishable to the blind by their weight and size, the Braille silver dollar is the first to have Braille characters that can be read.
It will be available in Spring 2009 and the U.S. Mint will produce 400,000 of the coins. A $10 surcharge will be added to each coin, with the money from the coin sales going to support programs to help blind people.

4. ROUNDTABLE MAILING LIST

A reminder to members: If you would like to receive updates and participate in the exchange of information and knowledge about print disabilities subscribe to the Round Table Mailing list.
The mailing list (known as the Round Table List) is provided as a service to facilitate communication and the exchange of information about print disabilities. Messages emailed to the Round Table List will be automatically forwarded to every member who on the list.

To subscribe to the list go to
http://www.e-bility.com/roundtable/mailinglist.php
5. WOMEN’S FORUM OF THE WORLD BLIND UNION
  On Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 August 2008, I attended the fourth Womens Forum of the World Blind Union (WBU) which preceeded the seventh General Assembly of the WBU in Geneva.  I was part of the Australian delegation which consisted of two consumer representatives and two agency representatives.

One of the resolutions passed at the forum outlined the need to provide basic health information to women in developing countries in accessible formats.  This seems like a reasonably straight forward and logical resolution to pass at such a forum.  I was staggered to learn that, whilst the incidence of HIV and AIDS is stabilising worldwide, there is an increase in the incidence of HIV and AIDS in young women and girls who are blind living in Africa.  This is because there is a misconception that a HIV infected man can be cured if he has sex with a virgin female.  

Apparently these men are seeking out blind women because they believe that they will not be identified if they rape a blind woman.

  Back here in Australia, I am humbled by the comparative safety and security I take for granted.  My lack of access to information as a woman who is blind, for the most part, does not threaten my life.

Robyn McKenzie

Executive Officer

Blind Citizens Australia

6. Round Table Web Page - Members Section 

The password for the Round Table web page member's section changes annually, this change has recently occurred and the details have been emailed to the contact person for each Round Table member organisation.  

The member's page of the Round Table web site http://www.e-bility.com/roundtable/members/ contains:

Annual AGM documentation 

Matters for consultation and feedback 

Executive Committee Minutes 

Newsletters 

Governance and reference documents

Should you require further details please contact Tammy Axelsen, Round Table Administration Officer, Roundtableadmn@bigpond.com or 0417 101 418.

