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1. CONFERENCE 2009 UPDATE
2009 Round Table Conference Venue: 
Citigate Central Hotel, 
169-179 Thomas Street, 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

Dates 
Saturday 30th May – Tuesday 2nd June 2009

Conference Aims

The conference aims are centred around the changing face of service delivery while continuing to provide service in today’s context. The event will bring organisations and users together in order to:

· understand the ever-changing expectations of service users;

· plan strategically for the future;

· promote strategies for successful collaborations;

· showcase best practice; 

· highlight current and emerging production processes

· illustrate examples of improved service provision across all service sectors;

· exchange ideas and enhance peer support networks.

· share information about latest developments.

Conference Theme

Starting on the Future Now!:

How service delivery organisations are preparing for the consumers of tomorrow while maintaining viable service orientation for the users of today. 
As we come towards the end of the first decade of the 21st century, service organisations that provide accessibility to information for people with print disabilities are managing the future in a variety of ways. 
This diversity includes new product development, innovative technology, new service delivery models, expanded networking and relationship management, and increased social value creation strategies. Private, public, government and not-for-profit organisations realise the critical importance in preparing for the future now. 

Equally critical is continuing to provide a viable service delivery to the people organisations serve at present. Accessing information is one of the major barriers facing people with print disabilities. The number of people with a print disability will also rise over the next decade with the increase in the aging population. How are the private, public, government and not-for-profit sectors currently providing and planning for future service orientation from the educational, vocational, informational and recreational perspectives?

The conference will showcase what service delivery organisations are researching, developing, and implementing for the future, while still maintaining the vital perspective of delivering the service needed for today. It will provide service delivery organisations an excellent opportunity to present their leading edge perspectives, interested organisations to gain knowledge on how to provide increased service excellence to the vision impaired community, and users to understand and discuss the latest thinking and actions in starting on the future now.

FaHCSIA Funding for Round Table Conference

Round Table has been successful in obtaining funding from the National Disability Funding Program which is administered by the Australian Government’s Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs. This funding provides assistance towards travel and/or accommodation costs for consumers and their carers (where applicable) to attend the 2009 Round Table Conference Funding through this grant will also be available to attendees from New South Wales who may have travel and/or accommodation costs. Should you require further information please contact: 
Tammy Axelsen

Round Table Administration Officer

PO Box 229

NORTH HOBART TAS 7002

Phone: 0417 101 418 / 03 6265 1519

RoundTableAdmn@bigpond.com
Trade Exhibits at the 2009 Round Table Conference

Expressions of Interest are invited from organisations interested in holding a Trade Exhibit at the 2009 Round Table Conference.

Further information is available by contacting the Round Table Administration Officer (details above) or on the Round Table Web site: http://www.e-bility.com/roundtable/
2. RT LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD DETAILS
Eligibility Criteria

· The award is for outstanding service to the Print Disability Sector although the individual is expected to have had some connection with Round Table.

· The award is conferred on individuals rather than organisations.

· Unsuccessful nominees may be re-nominated in subsequent years

· Self nominations will not be accepted.

Round Table (RT) Lifetime Achievement Award Guidelines

· It is an award - not a membership category.

· It is conferred on individuals rather than organisations.

· The award is for outstanding service to the Print Disability sector although the individual is expected to have had some connection with RT.

· There will be a maximum of 3 awards per year but there is no requirement to make an award at each AGM.

· Prospective awardees may be suggested to the RT Executive by member organisations, RT Executive members, RT sub-committees or RT working parties.

· Selected by ballot by the Executive, i.e., a vote for or against a candidate being proposed for the award.

· Endorsed or otherwise by RT members at the AGM.

· A certificate or appropriate memento to accompany the award.

· Award to confer membership-style and other benefits indefinitely, e.g., complimentary attendance at RT conferences, all other member-style discounts, access to the members only section of web site, etc.

· No voting rights, as it is not a membership category.

For further information regarding these Awards (nominations, selection criteria etc) please go the RT website.

3. AUSTRALIAN AUTHOR ALLOWS OPEN ACCESS AUDIO VERSIONS OF HER BOOKS

Children's author gives permission for open access audio versions of her books

Annette Kelleher is a children's author whose books would be held in most school libraries around the country. Annette wrote such well-known books as “Noodles on our Ceiling” and “Seaweed in our Soup” in the categories of Young Adult Fiction and Junior Fiction. Annette has had a long relationship with publisher Scholastic Australia. After notice from Scholastic that they would not be reissuing Annette's books and thus relinquishing copyright of the material, Annette approached Queensland Narrating Service to see if she could have her books put into audio so that they can reach a wider audience. With some discussion Annette gave QNS permission to narrate all her books for open access. For Annette it is important that more people get to have access to her writing and she is particularly pleased that people with print disabilities will be able to have accessible copies of her books. Education Queensland has committed to buy some of these audio books. The books that have been narrated are: Noodles on our Ceiling, Seaweed in our Soup and Pet 4 Elvin. Pumpkin Head is Dead, Biddy Blatherskte's Blunder, Geek Girl vs Cyber Chick and Zero Hour for Zenobia will be narrated in the next few months. Annette plans to spend time in the classroom with some children with vision impairments to co-write a book!

4. STRATEGIC PLAN

A reminder that the Strategic Plan of the Round Table on Information Access is on the web site for those interested.

5. QUERY FROM NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Do you find the RT Newsletter valuable and useful?

How can we improve the Newsletter?

Please forward any ideas, suggestions, input to: roundtableadmn@bigpond.com 

Also a reminder … could you please circulate this Newsletter within your organisation. Thank you. 

